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Faculty Resource Guide
Overview
This guide is intended to support Anderson University faculty in the setup and use of Hypothesis, a social annotation tool integrated directly into Canvas.
Hypothesis is a tool that enables you to make notes in the margins of digital texts anywhere on the web and share them with others. Using social annotation fosters collaborative discussion, critical thinking, and a deeper understanding of readings. 
This guide provides information and links for setting up Hypothesis-enabled readings, prompting meaningful student annotations, grading annotation assignments, and accessibility and privacy resources.

Questions & Support
	General Questions:
	Center for Innovation and Digital Learning
cidl@andersonuniversity.edu
864-231-2199
(Linda Clark will direct your call to an available team member)

	Technical Support:
	Hypothesis Help Center — Guides, video walkthroughs, and support articles


Please Note: The CIDL provides support directly to faculty. Students experiencing issues with Hypothesis should contact their instructor or reach out to Hypothesis support at success@hypothes.is.


Suggested Hypothesis Support Links
Getting Started
	Article
	Description

	What is Hypothesis?
	An overview of how the Hypothesis sidebar works, letting students highlight, annotate, and discuss a reading together.

	What Types of Documents Can Be Annotated?
	Explains the supported document types: a public website or PDF URL, an uploaded PDF, a YouTube video with transcripts, and (institution-dependent) JSTOR articles or VitalSource etexts.

	Using OCR to Prepare a PDF for Annotation
	How to tell if a PDF has a selectable text layer, and how to run Optical Character Recognition (OCR) on scanned PDFs so they can be annotated.



Setting Up a Hypothesis-Enabled Reading in Canvas
	Article
	Description

	Creating a Hypothesis-Enabled Reading in Canvas Assignments
	Step-by-step instructions for setting up a graded annotation assignment, including access to SpeedGrader and due dates.

	Creating a Hypothesis-Enabled Reading in Canvas Modules
	How to set up an ungraded annotation activity as a Module Item.

	Using Canvas Groups to Create Hypothesis Reading Groups
	How to set up Group Sets in Canvas before creating the reading, so students annotate in smaller groups rather than as a whole class.

	Using Rubrics in Canvas with Hypothesis
	How to create an “On Paper” assignment, attach a rubric, and convert it to an External Tool assignment enabled with Hypothesis.





Prompting Student Annotations
	Article
	Description

	Annotation Basics (Student Guide)
	A short video faculty can share with students covering how to highlight text and compose an annotation.

	Adding Images and Links to Annotations
	Instructions students can use to embed images and hyperlinks within their annotations.

	Embedding Videos in Annotations
	Instructions students can use to embed video clips directly into an annotation.

	Annotation Starter Assignments
	Ready-to-use prompts and instructions faculty can copy, paste, or adapt to guide substantive student annotations.

	Annotation and AI Starter Assignments
	Assignment ideas that have students fact-check, critique, and refine AI-generated text through annotation.



Grading Annotation Assignments
	Article
	Description

	Analytic Annotation Rubric
	A sample rubric that scores annotations across multiple criteria.

	Holistic Annotation Rubric
	A sample rubric that assigns a single overall score to a student's annotation work.

	Single-Point Annotation Rubric
	A sample rubric built around a single target performance level with room for notes above and below it.

	Grading Student Annotations Using SpeedGrader in Canvas
	Step-by-step instructions for reviewing and grading student annotations directly in SpeedGrader.






Accessibility & Privacy
	Article
	Description

	Accessibility at Hypothesis
	Hypothesis conforms to WCAG 2.1 Level AA and Section 508 standards, with accessibility documented through a Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).

	Hypothesis Privacy Policy (LMS)
	Explains how Hypothesis meets FERPA, GDPR, and other data protection requirements for LMS-integrated use.



Additional Resources
	Article
	Description

	Assignment Resource Repository
	A searchable collection of annotation assignments submitted by faculty across disciplines.

	Annotating YouTube Videos with Hypothesis
	How to set up and use Hypothesis to annotate directly on a YouTube video's transcript.

	Hypothesis Blog
	Articles on best practices and use cases, including using social annotation alongside ChatGPT and JSTOR readings.
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